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Hello SPES Families, 

 
Thank you for helping to make these first two weeks so wonderful for our 

children! I hope the children are just as excited as we are to have a great year of 
growing together. If you have a child that is still feeling a bit nervous, please remind 
him/her that it is perfectly normal and expected. Even adults get nervous in the 
beginning of the school year.  Our staff and 5th grade safeties will continue to 
support during drop-off, lunch, recess, and during dismissal. As a reminder, please 
do not drop children off before 8:50 when there is no adult supervision. During this 
first month back you can expect that your child(en) will engage in community 
building, review R.E.A.C.H (Respect, Effort, Attitude, Cooperation, and Honesty) 
behaviors, and learn the routines and procedures that will make him/her successful 
in academic areas. 

Our teachers are committed to grow students this year in the areas of math, 
literacy, social/emotional well-being, and project based learning. Each month I will 
highlight one of these areas in the bulletin. This month, I would like to highlight our 
goals around social and emotional learning (SEL). 
When we talk about SEL, we are focused on 
creating a positive classroom environment in which 
students gain confidence, practice teamwork, and 
learn how to regulate their own emotions. These 
are the foundations needed in a 21st century 
classroom. Our teachers will build this foundation 
through morning meetings, character education, 
and a mentor program. 

  As we begin this year together, please 
remember that your involvement is always 
welcomed and valued. If you have any questions, 
please don’t hesitate to contact me or the 
classroom teachers. We are ready to grow 
together! Thank you for your continued support and 
I’ll see you at Back to School Night, September 
19th.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
Lorie Barnes 
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September 2 
School Closed-Labor Day 

 

Sept 3 
1st day for Grades 1-5 

 

Sep 3 & 4 
Kindergarten Parent/
Teacher Conferences 

 

September 5, 6 & 9 
Kindergarten Staggered 

Start 
 

September 10 
All Kindergarten attends 

going forward 
September 16 

Rita’s Night 
September 19 

Chick-Fil-A Spirit Day 
September 19 

Back to School Night 
6:30—8:00 

September 23-27 
Bring your Parent To PE 

Week 
September 23-27 

Scholastic Book Fair 
September 24 

Ice Cream Social 
6:30-8:00 

Volunteer Video &  

 Verification Form 

Chaperone Site 

Transportation 

Parent CONNECTxp 

https://www.aacps.org/Page/2460
https://www.aacps.org/Page/2460
https://www.aacps.org/chaperone
https://www.aacps.org/transportation
https://www.aacps.org/Page/1325
http://busstops.aacps.org/Details.aspx?school=2202


Volunteering at S.P.E.S 
 

Thank you  to everyone who has volunteered to support our students and staff. Our children greatly benefit 

from your hard work and dedication. We hope to see you again this fall and we welcome new families to join! Our 

volunteers assist on field trips, reading programs, after school activities, gardening, and more! In accordance with 

AACPS policies, all volunteers must complete a training video, which is available at aacps.org. Depending on the 

assignment, consistent volunteers must complete a background check and all volunteers participate in an orientation 

meeting held by our Volunteer Coordinator and Reading Specialist, Lori Bortner. The process can take up to three 

weeks depending on the volume of applications, so please start the process early. We appreciate your commitment to 

our children’s safety and completing all necessary paperwork prior to volunteering. If you have any questions, please call 

the main office. 

 

Hello, I’m Mrs. Katie McCord, SPES School Counselor 
 

Welcome Back!  One of the special qualities of Severna Park Elementary School is the relationships between students, 
families, and staff.  It was so fun to see the kid’s faces at sneak-a-peek.  Having meaningful relationships with teachers 
and staff helps students be more open to try new things and grow in their learning.  Social Emotional Learning including 
building relationships is a “big rock” in the SPES School Improvement Plan. 
 

Character: SPES has been awarded the Maryland Center for Character Education at Stevenson University (MCCE@SU) “School of the 
Year” Award for our character education and support program last year.  This year, we will continue to develop our character education 
program.  As such, we do have traits we will focus on each month and support them with morning announcements, character trait morning 
meetings specifically about this trait, a full or partial counseling lesson, and visual reminders with posters and the character garden that will 
develop with their ideas on garden themed items throughout the year. The character traits this year include: Growth Mindset/Effort 
(September), Respect (October), Empathy (November), Cooperation (December), Optimism & Perseverance (January), Kindness 
(February), Mindfulness (March), Courage (April), and Attitude- Honesty & Integrity (May). I always welcome ideas on how to strengthen this 
focus from students, parents and staff, so feel free to share your ideas. In order to keep up with the gardens, I would love to have a parent or 
two dedicated to our character education program and gardens.  Please contact me via email kmccord@aacps.org or 410-222-6577. 
 

The character trait for September is Growth Mindset and I will be in all the classes this month with a lesson related to having a Growth 
Mindset including goal setting and the joy of learning new things through effort, failure and perseverance.  Teachers will also weave goal 
setting into their September lessons.  Parents can help their children set their own goals.  They are more motivated working towards a goal 
they set rather than one that is chosen for them.  As parents we can also confront unrealistic goals and support them to choose “just out of 
reach” goals to work towards.  Helping them choose specific goals with many mini-goals will also help them feel achievement along the way.  
It’s helpful to have check points to review and reflect how they are doing with the goal.  Perhaps you can model this by setting a goal yourself 
and sharing it with your children. 
 
 

Mids4Kids: We were fortunate to have four Midshipmen work in some of the 4th and 5th grade classrooms last year, and my hope is to 
broaden the connections with more Naval Academy Midshipmen and women mentoring students and helping in more classrooms this year.  
We will try to put the logistics into place to start the week of September 30th.  Our amazing parents worked out a carpool to pick up and return 
the Mids to the Naval Academy.  If you sponsor a Mid ask if they are interested in doing service at SPES.  I can connect them to the SPES 
Mid Program coordinator.  If you know you’d like to help transport Mids, please send me an email at kmccord@aacps.org.  The program is 
an inspiration and motivation for kids and the Mids love being part of a school community.  

FEDERAL IMPACT SURVEY 
 

On Tuesday, October 1, 2019, your child will bring home a Federal Impact Aid Survey form. Please assist us by filling out the information 

requested on the form and return it to SEVERNA PARK ELEMENTARY. 
 

The U.S. Department of Education allows a multiple child form. AACPS has designed a form that will allow two children ’s names for your 

convenience. Should you have more than two children, please utilize a second form that you can either obtain from the school or download 

from the AACPS website at www.aacps.org. Also, please note that the complete address of the Parent/Guardian’s Employer if they 

work on Federal Property, the complete address of the Federal Property on which they work, and each survey form must be signed 

and dated by the Parent/Guardian. The Federal Impact Aid Survey form for 2019-2020 will be available to download on September 30, 

2019. We will also be using our Connect-Ed Automated Telephone Notification System to remind everyone about the significance of 

completing and returning this survey. The school system receives approximately $2 million in funding from the Federal government in 

support of our children after the forms are processed. 

http://aacpsschools.org/family/family/
mailto:KMcCord@aacps.org
mailto:kmccord@aacps.org
mailto:kmccord@aacps.org


SEVERNA PARK ES 
6 RIGGS AVENUE 

SEVERNA PARK 
MD 21146 

Tel:   410-222-6577 
Fax:  410-222-6522 

 

 

 

TIMES TO REMEMBER 
Doors Open:  8:50 am 

Attendance:  9:05 am 
 

If a student (s) arrives 
late, the parent or 
guardian must bring the 
student (s) to the office 
to sign them in and get a 
late pass. 

 

Students must be in 
their seat or they will be 
marked tardy and sent to 
the office for a late pass. 
 

If a student is leaving 
early, parent/guardian 
must come to the office 
and sign the student out. 
 

Dismissal: 3:30pm 
 

***** 

If AACPS announces a 2 
hour delay, doors will 
open at 10:50 am and 

there will be no Chessie. 
 

If there is a 2 Hour Early 
Dismissal, students will 
be dismissed at 1:30 pm. 

Follow Us on Twitter 
@SPESaacps  

***And NEW*** 

SPES 
Kindergarten  

@SPKindergarten 

CAMERAS 

Severna Park Elementary School is equipped with a video camera system. It 
covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the building and 
grounds. 
 

It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is monitored during emergency situations. 
 

During certain events, when safety or security of students may be in question, 
authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire emergency units 
may be given access to view images projected on the camera system. 
If you have any questions about the system, you should call the Supervisor of 
School Security at 410-222-5083 

Student Accident Insurance 2019-2020 
 

Student Accident insurance coverage will be provided for the 
2019-2020 school year through K&K Insurance Group, Inc. 
The company’s contact information can be found at 
www.studentinsurance-kk.com, Phone: (855) 742-3135.  
Letters will be sent home on the first day back to school. 

School Year 2019/2020 
  

  Student  Meals: 
    Breakfast (Full Price, All Schools)    $1.50            
    Breakfast (Reduced-Price, All Schools)   $0.00 
 

    Lunch (Full Price, Elementary Schools)  $2.75   
    Lunch (Reduced-Price, All Schools)   $0.00   
 

    Milk 1/2 pint, (All Schools)   $0.55 
 

  Adult Meals: 
    Breakfast:  $1.90 
    Lunch   $3.65 
 

Click here to Register on line for the pre-paid lunch program for current year. 

...Mindset  Moment 

“In order to bloom, you must grow.” 

~Aly Aubrey 

http://aacpsschools.org/nutrition/purchasing-school-meals/


 
OPEN is a public service of:  FREE Curriculum Tools to Support: 

▪ K-12 PE  ▪ After-school & Recess  
▪ Pre-K     ▪ Active Classrooms 

 

Severna Park Elementary 
6 Riggs Avenue 

Severna Park, MD 21146 
 

 

 

 
 

Attention Parents! 
 

In celebration of our Physical Education Program, we invite 
you to participate with your child during this exciting event! 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Bring Your Parents to PE Week is an event designed to give each and every parent the 
opportunity to sample the Physical Education Program at Severna Park Elementary with their 
child. It is a national event sponsored by Active Schools. 
 
When to Come: During your child’s PE class(es) during the scheduled week.  
 
What to Bring: Appropriate attire, including sneakers and comfortable, loose-fitting clothing. 
You may also want to bring a water bottle. Please bring your state issued ID for check-in to 
the office. 
 
What to Expect: This is a hands-on experience! Come ready to engage in games and activities 
planned for your child’s PE class. We understand that adults do not move in the same ways as 
children, so you can play at your own comfort level. Some of the activities are from OPEN, 
which is a curriculum resource our school uses to enhance our PE program. 
 
RSVP Details: (Scan Link To RSVP) (Please pre-register by Sept 20th)  
Or Register with the Link: https://forms.gle/kdfNdZhajjDWnCLb7 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/kdfNdZhajjDWnCLb7


SPES
 Back to School Night
September 19, 2019

All SPES Parents are cordially invited to a night in which you get to 
visit your child’s classroom, meet teachers, gain information about a 

typical day, and ask questions! 

6:30 Gym Doors open - In the gym there will be members of our Parent 
Teacher Association.  As you make your way through the gym to your 

child’s classroom, please take a moment to learn about all the ways the 
PTA supports SPES.  

6:45 First Session Begins - A special staff video will begin this session

7:20 First Session Ends

7:25 Second Session Begins 

7:50 Second Session Ends



Parents and School Supporters,  
 
On August 1, 2019, Severna Park Elementary proudly joins Harris Teeter’s Together in  
Education (TIE) program to help raise funds for our school. Last year we earned over 
$200.00 and we hope to beat that amount this year! It’s easy and it’s FREE. Simply 

give the cashier our school code, 4433, and your VIC card when you check out and 

your card will be linked for the entire school year. That’s it! All VIC cards are cleared 
as of June 1 and current members must be relinked to TIE schools as early as  
July 1, 2019. You only have to link your VIC card once each school year.  
 

On August 1, 2019, our school will start earning a percentage for every Harris Teeter 
brand purchased (Harris Teeter, H.T. Traders, Harris Teeter Organics, HT Farmers Mar-
ket and purchases in the HT Pharmacy) with a linked VIC card credited back to the 
school’s account.  
 

The TIE program proceeds will be used for technology, supplies, equipment, teacher 
preparation and student learning materials. This program does not interfere with 
your VIC savings or cost you any money! Don’t forget to link your VIC card to our ac-
count code next time you are shopping at Harris Teeter.  
 

Thank you for your support!  
 
Severna Park Elementary Staff 
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